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Re: Appointment to serve as American Bar Association observer of the 
proceedings involving fo seems 


Dear Professor Cassel: 


On behalf of the American Bar Association (ABA), I hereby designate you as the 
official representative of the ABA, and its over 400,000 members of lawyers and judges, to 
observe all aspects of the criminal proceedings involving Maria Corma Machado in 
Venezuela, and, in addition, to become informed generally regarding the status of due 
process safeguards and related matters in the Venezuclan judiciary. 


The Machado proceedings include the preliminary hearing scheduled for July 6, 
2005 and ail sessions all subsequent proceedings, including the trial. 


You are authorized to provide copies of this letter to any appropriate Venezuclan or 
American government officials or any other persons or entities in Venezuela to facilitate this 
mission and to request their cooperation and assistance regarding your responsibilities as an 
observer on behalf of the ABA. 


Your mission is part of the ABA International Human Rights Trial Observer Project 
administered by the ABA Center for Human Rights. The project has been authorized by the 
Board of Governors of the ABA, pursuant to Goal VII of the ABA, to advance the rule of 
law in the world, and its Goal XI, to preserve the independence of the legal profession and 
the judiciary as fundamental to a free society. 


The objects of your mission include the following: 


I. To make known to the court, the authorities of Venezuela, the prosecutor(s), 
defense counsel, and the accused, the interest of the American legal and judicial professions 
znd of the ABA in the Machado proceedings and related issues; 


2: To obtain information about the conduct of the tial and related legal 
proceedings, the nature of the charges against the accused, and the law(s) under which the 
trial is being conducted; 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
REVIEW AUTHORITY: NORMAN M BOUTON 
DATE/CASE ID: 14 APR 2006 200404746 


UNCLASSIFIED 





: fU 21-2805 







cee a 





Page 2 


- 3. To collect more general background information conceming the 
i ces leading to the trial; 
4, To prepare a thorough and unbiased report regarding the Machado 


proceedings for consideration by the ABA regarding what further action, if any, the ABA 
may wish to take with respect to those proceedings; and 


5. To become informed generally regarding the status of due process safeguards 
in the Venezuelan legal system, the independence of the Venezuelan judiciary, and related 
matters. 


The primary concern of the ABA is for the maintenance of the rule of law and the 
elements necessary to sustain jt. On behalf of the ABA, I thank you for volunteering for this 
important mission. 


Sincerely, 


Robert J. Grey, Jr., President 


American Bar Association 


cc: American Bar Association Center for Human Rights 
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